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Most of the Danish plastic waste is incinerated – leaving significant 
potential for increased recycling
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tons  ~60% of plastic waste is packaging (215,000 tons)2

 Consists of hundreds of complex products within 
various segmentations, e.g., food, toys, and 
construction 

 Composed of 6 main types (PET, HDPE, LDPE, PP, 
PS, and PVC) in addition to many others 

Annual plastic production and waste are not 
equal due to exports and a “stock” of durable 
plastics in use with consumption time above 1 
year, e.g., furniture and toys
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1 Data on recycling rate of exported plastics waste is poor, while expert interviews indicate that ~50% of the exported plastic waste is recycled
2 Includes primary, secondary, and tertiary packaging 

Estimate of current Danish plastic production, waste, and waste treatment 


